Today, January 16, 2002, inside the Court of Assisi in the Milan Courthouse 
occurred the preliminary hearing directed by Judge Silvana Petromer. This 
hearing concerned the criminal case against Sandro Gualano and ten others, 
all accused of multiple homicide and of causing an air disaster.


The accused's defense lawyers made the request to be able to examine the 
latest civil party list, this request made by the defense team of the 
accused parties (ENAV, SEA, while ENAC had not made itself a party to this). 


Judge Petromer, after having declared the phase that concerns the possibility of being made part of the civil process or an eventual extension, and the summons of the responsible civil parties under the request of the accused's defense (and against the order of the Public Ministry, which was requesting to grant a brief postponement of several 
hours to allow the examination of the new list of the civil party participants), postponed the hearing to January 28 at 10:00 AM inside the Assisi Court Room of Appeals, to allow for discussion of the eventual objections to the list of the civil parties. 

Also, the judge set a rather concentrated schedule of hearings (hearings on February 13, 15, 19, and 22) so that postponement requests by the defense will be decided quickly by the Judge, and who will also promptly set a date for the hearing in which 
evidence against the accused will be heard. 

Concerning the damage payments, discussions are in an advanced state of negotiations according to the chart of each victim.  These negotiations are ongoing and the lawyers of the responsible civil parties and their insurers are at a stand still for the time being, due to their insurers' lawyers' request that the families sign a 'pro quota' release form, in which the families would not be allowed to act further against other potentially responsible parties, parties which may not be included in the original group of accused.  This release form should not be looked at as desirable by the victims' families, and the negotiations about the damage payments will begin again strongly and will allow the payments in a satisfactory time frame. 
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